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Balaam began his work of finding a way 1o deliver a letha

23/19 curse, still hopeful that he could appease or circumven

L Ba!aam said to Balak, “Build for me here seven altars and prepare for me here seven bulls

and seven rams.”

2 Balak did as Balaam had spoken, and Balak and Balaam brought up a bull and a ram on
each altar. 3 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your burnt-offering while | go; perhaps HASHEM
will happen toward me and show me something that [ can tell you." He went alone.

4 God happened upon Balaam and he said to Him, “| have prepared the seven altars and

brought up a bull and ram on each altar.”

5 HASHEM pul an utterance in Balaam's mouth, and said, “Go back to Balak, and thus shall

you say.”
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CHAPTER NINE SOTAH

47a’

wx — Is it indeed so, that he was rewarded thus? 37 "xM
a7 anr amm — But Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav:
mawh Kby 18 by XY My¥Na1TYing B oY oty — A person

“yeshould always engage in the study of Torah and the perfor-
mance of mitzvos even if not for their own sake, i.e, even for
ulterior motives, nnwY K3 MHYS x5w NnnY — because from
learning Torah and performing mitzvos not for their own sake
he will eventually come to learn and do mitzvos for their own
sake, i.e. out of pure motives.” NI ONYA DWITK NIWIY

{ 3xm 79m poa avpmy — Foras a reward for the forty-two
offerings that Balak king of Moab offered up to Hashem 131
( mabw 1m0 Xy nin ugk Ny — he merited that the proselyte
\Ruth be descended from him, and hence that Solomon be
descended from him  #muw nbyr niby ok, ma aingy — of
whom it is written: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon
offerup.® 3013799137 mx) — And R’ Yose ben Choni said:
nnng p2 w13 ihay 5w ina nn — Ruth was the daughter of
Eglon, who was the son of Balak.” Thus, Balak's reward was
that he merited illustrious descendants, and not the death of
forty-two Jews.®!
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God. Balaam prefaced his every attempt at cursing b
building seven altars and slaughtering seven sacrifice:
thereby alluding to a significant symbolism. Seven peop!
in history had erectec altars to God: Adam, Abel, Noal
Abraham, lsaac, Jacob, and Moses. Balaam said to Go
"Why were those [altars] pleasing lo You? Was it not b
cause they served You? ls it not preferable that You t
served by seventy nations, instead of by only one [Israell’
(Tanchuma). Rashi (to v. 4) cites a similar comment
Tanchuma, that Balaam referred to the seven altars built |
the Patriarchs al various times. By ignoring Balaam's arg
ment, God demonstrated thal He chooses not numbers b
sincerity — that massive sacrifices by all seventy nations a
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“who can stand in His holy place?” — to remain there

1A Stone ror ecth- P\_ﬁ!cd\tf

We find that mitzvot are sometimes called “life,” as we after one has reached it is the hardest task of all. The
say in our prayers “for they [the words of the Torah vetzer will come up with plots and intrigues of all kinds
are our life.” In other sources, however, we find that ‘1lﬁh1-ow the person down from his high position, some

'7-/J3_1if-_7"'f‘.’_t_ are called levishim (apparel). What is meant by of them demonstrating intimate knowledge of psycho-
these  terms, and do  they not involve some logical factors.

contradiction?

The truth is that there are two ways of performing . kl ;
mitzvol. J§ MY SOLEDESIRE 2 R, Kugg
4 (1) One can perform a mitzva with inwardness of
heart, with feeling, with struggle against the yetzer A JEW WHO does a mitzvah “shelo lishmah” — not for the ex-

ba-ra’ and with self-sacrifice. This is what is called clusive purpose of carrying out Hashem's command, but for his

Clife,” since it adds to the personality a point of holi-
it Moaduts ot < : P ,,,,,(} ol Mo f the mtz
ness which was not there before. “Living™ means sup- ‘ gers}?na}ll g 7 miay ja}ve performes[ thlf 29 7y lY,vah'i—
plying a need which the ego feels and struggles to fulfill! Ut 11 igs mot B HppurDgLe, THs e e m. 1srae
! cthe power of free choice, and He wants us to choose Him and

— and this is what has been done in this case.
(2) Another way of doing mitzvot is as a result of to cleave to Him and do His will. But this Jew is still immersed’

,one’s upbringing, as “human commands learned by s _in his own external desires. He is choosing the fringe benefit he
| rpte.”” This is the type of mitzva performance called r~ derives from the mitzvah, not Hashem's mitzvah itself.
apparel.” Even if it is lacking in inwardness it has Nevertheless, when we face a spiritual test and our per-

considerable educational value, and can prevent a per- . == : -
DS T N S ’ 40 prev ! sonal desires and tendencies intensify, Chazal advise us to

son from falling still lower. One who is surrounded b = X -
,____,wjg e . i A y keep in mind — just for the time being — the personal ben-
mitzvot possesses a certain shield against the yerzer - - ? - -
’ efits we stand to gain from doing the mitzvos. The main thing
is to withstand the test and engage in Torah and mitzvos, )
even if we are not doing so for purely spiritual reasons, for

ha-ra‘, even if they are done only outwardly and super-?
ficially. This is why they are called “apparel”; clothing!

is a safeguard against the environment. This is the “From doing so not for its own sake, he will come to do it for
®holiness that resides in the mere performance of mitz- its own sake” When the moment of temptation and trial pass,
p T mit p
vot, even for extraneous motives. __, wecan complete our choice of good and raise it to the level of
\L.\[ TRUE MOTIVATION “lishmah! Then we can once again connect to our true inner
desire and discover that what is really important to us is the
; ; Yy imp
But it seems difficult on the face of it: how can an act be actual mitzvah that we are doing for Hashem's honor.

considered as the service of Hashem without proper
motivation? And can there be holiness without true
service? The answer is, as we have stated above, that the
act itself has its effect on us by way of safeguard — and

This is how we educate our children. Sometimes a school
or cheder launches a campaign or a contest. The students are
tested on cebtain material they have learned, or, alternatively,

€ this, too, is the will of Hashem. But this cannot be work on davening properly, or behaving with derech eretz,
called “life.”” A person can be said to live spiritually and their efforts are rewarded with prizes. At the party that
only when there is renewal and growth in his inner takes place when the campaign is over, you won't hear the
’\jise_ngq-,j“("c find that Yehoshua‘ the High Priest, in speakers saying: “See, dear children, how worthwhile it is to
the early days of the Second Temple, was punished for learn/daven/behave properly? Look at what nice prizes you

not doing enough to prevent his sons from marrying
unsuitable wives. In the vision of Zechariah, he
appeared before the angel dressed in filthy garments.?
The “garments” symbolized the outward mitzvort he
had done, which were affected adversely by the hillul
Hashem in which he — however indirectly — had been
involved. Being a cause of desecration of the Divine The prizes that are presented at the party were promised
Name .has an adverse effect on the personality. This at the outset in order to motivate the students to do the right
works in the opposite direction in relation to the holi- thing even when it was hard. Once they've successfully ac-
ness usually produced by such mitzvot. Later, when his complished their mission, they can rejoice in the Torah and

sons repented and separated from their wives, the angel , - " ;
e B 6 " dimns: She Sk pasmernes S s mitzvos themselves, “lishmah! Retroactively, they see that

won!” Rather, they'll stoke the students’ inner desire: “Today is
such a happy day for us, because we were privileged to learn
Hashem's holy Torah and complete Maseches X/ to experience
an uplifting month of davening with devotion/ to behave with
derech eretz and bring nachas to Hashem!”

him.”*) ¥ right from the very beginning, their happiness actually flowed
“God made man in His image.” Just as God renews more from the learning and davening itself than from their
creation every day, so should man renew his inner - anticipation of the prizes and the external recognition they

heing, his feelings and alertness, which constitute his would receive. Now they know that their choice really always

nner life. We must look at this in its deeper psycholog-

was Hashem and His Torah.

wal aspect. Sometimes one resolves to strengthen one- \ﬂ So it is with our avodas Hashem. Sometimes we face a tough
jse,{f in Tonl'ah and mitzvot, but afl:er' a short while one’s wisayon and we draw on external factors to help us stand up to
77 resolve fails and one finds oneself in the same state of the test. For example: “If I say this piece of gossip, my friend will

slackness as before. “Who can ascend the mountuin of

think less of me," or “If I wear this skirt, | won't feel comfortable

God?’® — this is hard h in al ience; : :
o e enough in all conscience; but among my neighbors/friends, who are very careful about tzmius

requirements,” or “It's worth my while to make an effort to help
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so-and-so, because people will admire me for it” But the mo-
ment we overcome our inclination, we can once again connect~
to our inner desire and raise the mitzvah from the level of “shelo
lishimah” to the level of “lishmah! It's a good idea to express ourJ
choice of good orally: “Ribbono shel Olam, I'm doing this for
You." Our true desire is purely to do Hashem'’s will.

:

&

On Yom Kippur, two he-goats were brought to the Beis Hamik-
dash. One was sacrificed as a chatas, a sin-offering to Hashem,
and the other, the "sa'ir hamishtaleyach lnAzazel,” was hurled
off a tall cliff until its limbs were completely shattered. The Ari
Hakadosh explains that the sa'ir laAzazel was a "gift," a conces-
sion, to the realm of impurity. In our service of Hashem, it is
sometimes necessary to “placate” our earthly, materialistic side,

N

No

Hashem chose us to be His treasured nation, and His
choosing of us is revealed in us and gives us the power to
choose Him.(Just as Hashem's choice of us is the outcome
of His will and 1o other factor — “Not because you are more
aumerous...” — so, too, this power of free choice is ingrained
and revealed in us. We, too, have a straightforward desire to
choose Hashem. We, too, have the power to choose to do
Hashem’s will simply because we know that Hashem loves us
and has pleasure from our serving Him, and we want nothing
more than to give our Creator that nachas ruach.

The end goal for which Hashem created the world was so that
Am Yisrael, His chosen People, should come and choose Him.
The unigueness of the Jewish People and their preciousness

rather than confront it head-on. At times we need to give our

physical self the feeling that it is benefiting from our avodas

to/Hashem is that we serve Him “lishmah simply because we
want to do His will, because He is our life,

Hashem, to persuade it that when we follow in Hashem's ways,
it, too, will bask in the feeling of respect from others, or satis-
faction, or comfort... But later on, the sa'ir hamishtaleyach was
hurled from the cliff and killed. Likewise, over time we need to
drop the external motivations and cling once again to our true

“Choose life, so that you will live, you and your offspring, to love
Hashem, your G-d, to listen to His voice and to cleave to Him,
Sfor He is your life and the length of your days.”

inner will — an “offering to Hashem
The Mishnah tells us (Yuma 6:4) that a special elevated
bridge would be built for the Kohen to lead the goat out of the
courtyard of the Beis Hamikdash. He would not lead the goat
through the crowd of people, because there were some Jews
who would pull the Kohen by his hair, saying to him: “Take
it and go! Take it and go!" The Jews goaded the Kohen to
hurry and take the sa'ir hamishtaleyach to its death. On Yom
Kippur, the day that the Kohen Gadol entered the Kodesh
HaKodoshim, the innermost chamber of the Beis Hamikdash,
the innermost soul of every Jew was revealed, and he cried
%Qut from the depths of his heart that his only desire was to

be connected to Hashem alone, without any external factors!

The Jew is a “chelek Eloka mimaal," a part of Hashem above.

He is “one” with Hashem and he cannot tolerate any partition

separating him from Hashem. Under no circumstances is he

willing to live his life for his own glory or personal success.

He wants to choose Hashem, plain and simple!

ﬁ Every Jew has the simple desire to do Hashem's will. We en-
joy being good, not just for external reasons, such as that others
will take notice or the like, but because we simply want to do
Hashem's will. Hashem's greatest nachas is when we uncover this

L]

innermost will and acknowledge our desire to cleave to Him. __y

SOMETIMES, WE HOLD tight to our personal motivations and
are afraid to let go of this external motivation: "It gives me

such satisfaction to know that I resisted temptation!” After
standing up to a nisayon: “It's so nice to feel strong and in
controll” We're afraid that if we don't have that external push,
where will we draw the strength to continue carrying out our
mission in life? The truth is that we only think this way be-
cause we don't sufficiently know and believe in the power of
every Jew. We have a G-dly power within us, a pure desire to

¢ do good, even in the absence of any personal interest. Every
Jew, just by virtue of being a Jew, wants to do only good, and
we must never obscure this fact.

@ﬁsm\\) P s __fFC A

CHAPTER 16 — THE TRAIT OF TAHARAH/PURITY <~ 312

o )

the performance of mitzvos even if it is not for their own sake, XYW 7inny
mnwS X3 mawh — because through studying Torah and performing mitzvo:
not for their own sake, he will eventually come to study Torah and perforn
mitzvos for their own sake.'® x5y qinn 11y yan x5Y m oae b3 by 4
mawh bx mwY — However, although the Sages encourage this approach
nevertheless, one who has not yet progressed from acting on the basis o
non-lishmah reasons to acting lishmah  inmbwn Ky pin ™o — is stil
far from his ideal state.!'"! '
e | 2 - . Peoas . .7 ] ) =

o 17. Below (Chapter 19), Ramchal explains
that this is true even if the reward that he
is working for is the reward of the World to
Come, i.e., becoming close to Hashem and
basking in the glory of His Shechinah, for
that too is considered acting for one's own
self-interest, in comparison with serving
Hashemn without any personal motivation.

~N

1?2
L e — : I
* R’ Chairn of Volozhin (Ruach Chaim 3:1) expands upon this concept as follows: A kin
ordered his servant to ascend from the ground up to the top of a high tower. If he late
finds the servant partway up the steps leading to the top of the tower, tht‘a king will not b
upset at him. He understands that one cannat fly to the top but must climb step?by-.ste
in order to get there. Similarly, the mission of each person is to serve Hasherp with ide
intentions, but in order to reach that level one must start at the beginning, serving Hashe
even with personal benefits in mind. ) : .

R’ Chaim points out, however, that even while a person is performing mitzvos vylthow
the pure intention of lishmah, he must keep in mind the goal of eventually reaching tt
point of lishmah. To be content with performing mitzvos at the level of shen'_o lishmg
would be as if the king, in the above illustration, were to find his servant loitering on ti
steps, without working toward the goal of reaching the top. In that case the servant wou
certainly be held responsible for disobeying the royal command! Moreover, such a pe
son cannot rely on the Sages’ assurance that service shelo lishmah will eventually lead
service lishmah; since he does not strive for the level of lishmah, surely he will not attain

For further elabaration, see Michtav MeEliyahu, Vol. |, p. 24.
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Therefore, we must strive to follow the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch
by having a clear kavanah in mind when doing all mitzvos. When doing
any mitzvah, especially one of those listed above, one should think, /
am doing this mitzvah oy my 1Wxa — as Hashem commanded.

KAVANAH B’'MITZVOS CAN OPEN OUR EYES
TO MITZVAH OPPORTUNITIES

In order to infuse kavanah into our actions, we need to learn the
mitzvos and recognize opportunities to fulfill them. If we do this, we
will see that such opportunities surround us on all sides,

There are many mitzvos we can do throughout our day which we tend
to overlook and forget, simply because we do not think about them.

'-,{6 For example, there are many activities that we do every day which, if
We would have kavanah, would be considered acts of chessed. Helping
out in the home, lending a listening ear to your child, or giving them
something to eat are all acts of chessed.

Even outside the home, one can fulfill many mitzvos of chessed each
day simply by being aware that every helpful thing we do for someone
else is a chessed. When doing these things, a person should be happy,
viewing them not as a burden, chas v’shalom, but rather as a great
opportunity to fulfill the commandment of Hashem.

In other areas as well, kavanah can transform ordinary actions into
mitzvos. For example, paying a worker on the day they did the work,
lending someone money, or removing a hazard from the street are all
considered to be mitzvos if done with kavanah.

Therefore, in order to ensure that one’s actions are considered as
mitzvos, it goes without saying that a person must have broad knowl-
edge of the mitzvos of the Torah.

For example, when making the brachah of HaGome! after surviving
a dangerous situation, one can fulfill the mitzvah of remembering
Hashem'’s kindnesses.* And when one mentions the word Shabbos
hefore the daily Shir shel yom, they can fulfill the mitzvah of Zachor es
yom haShabbos I'kadesho. One must, however, have kavanah in order
to fulfill these mitzvos.

AsS
‘Additionally, even in this world, doing mitzvos with | kavanah infuses

a person's life with meaning; such a person'is being proactive in attain-
ing the goal for which th‘e_y_\ﬁy?lli_@?ﬂiﬂﬂ]_iﬂing_(ﬂllj(-:Efti_lﬂWiﬂlh
Ilashem.

_~Jfhese days, there are
pxtremely easy to forget what we are supposed to accomplish in this
world, We get so involved in thei’l_'&!l@ullqlLQ}gﬂ[l_gO_f_d_a_YiQ-_tM[&}
that it is easy to forget about Hashem's role in our lives.

But this is the opposite of what we are here for; 11;1_5!1{-3[1} 7'[5_51,1_})_].)253&1
Lo be the focal point of our lives! It should be the norm to bring Hashem
not just remem-

so many distractions in our lives that it is

into everything we do and every conversation we have,
her Him when we walk into si ul,

%‘l‘he way to make Hashem the focal point of our lives and develop our
connection with Him is to have kavanah when we do His mitzvos.
Ao )
— B——
e

HASHEM DESIRES THE HEART

k Chazal teach us, "Rachmana libba ba'ei — Hashem desires the

"% This means that what Hashem wants most from a person is
lves, not just their physical actions. The heartfelt

any a mitzvah are thus the main

heart,
the person themse
intent and emotions which accom
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purpose of the mitzvah. In other words, what Hashem really wants i
the kavanah which accompanies the physical act of a mitzvah."’

In His kindness, Hashem has given us abundant opportunities
do mitzvos. By having kavanah, we can easily take advantage of thes
mitzvos and use them to connect ourselves to Hashem with a stron
and heartfelt bond, We can therefore understand the Navi Yeshayah
description of Hashem’s anger towards those people who make 1
effort to do so. Instead of connecting to HaKadosh Baruch Hu usir
the many mitzvos which surround them, such people live roboticall

M(‘loing mitzvos habitually and serving Hashem superficially, rath

than internally. Even the mitzvos that they are already keeping a
S Ca—
performed without kavanah or sincerity. .
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2 He went up from there lo Beth-el. As he was going up on the road, some
young lads came out from the city and mocked him, saying lo him, “Go on up,
Baldhead! Go on up, Baldhead!"** He turned around and saw them * and cursed
them in the name of HASHEM, Tuwo bears then came out of the forest and tore apart

&‘ forty-two of the lads.
25 He went from there to Mount Carmel; and from there he returned to Samaria.

,’P ?’) a‘ ,P "9 'Jg—“’
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The Gemara explains the underlying cause of the deaths of
these youths: "
xpa1937 "k — R’ Chaninasaid:  niagap onwn owady Dz
axin qn P2 31w — As a result of the forty-two offerings
that Balak king of Moab offered up to Hashem to facilitate the
curses of the prophet Balaam agninst the Jews,® wpaw
e ooy mwa Dxen — forty-two children were torn out
of Israel.

Assuming that R' Chanina meant thal this was Balak's
reward for these offerings, the Gemara guestions his state-
ment:4

b The (femara answers: )
w ngopl R AMKA - His desire, however, in offering thes.e
[] sucrifices, was for a curse, L0 decimate the Jewish nation. This
desire was realized with the deaths of these youths,”

€ Keren Orah (46b ~ax Sxwmw n-) explains why these youths were

affected by Balak's sacrifices: The Jews were protected from Balaam's
eurses in the merit of their pure origins, their mitzvah performance and
their distinctly Jewish mode of dress, which set them apart from the
other nations and effectively prevented assimilation. These youths
possessed none of these merits. As the Gemara states above (48b), they
were conceived in sin, they did not possess even the residue of a mitzvah,
and they sported their hair in the pagan fashion. Thus, they were
adversely affected by the sacrifices Balak offered to facilitate the
destruction of the Jewish nution.
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